PARTICIPANTS
WATER CONFERENCE

Parker Hotel, Palm Springs
November 20-21, 2025

STATE GOVERNMENT

Joaquin Esquivel, Chair, State Water Resources Control Board

Karla Nemeth, Director, Department of Water Resources

Jay Ziegler, Delta Watermaster, Office of the Delta Watermaster

John Yarbrough, Deputy Director, State Water Project

Paul Gosselin, Deputy Director, Sustainable Water Management

Laura Jensen, Executive Officer, California Water Commission

Terence Shia, Director for Water Division, California Public Utilities Commission

CALIFORNIA STATE SENATE
John Laird
Jerry McNerney

CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY
Patrick Ahrens
Tasha Boerner

Jeff Gonzalez
Mark Gonzalez
Diane Papan
Celeste Rodriguez
David Tangipa
Christopher Ward
Lori Wilson

* Unconfirmed



LEGISLATIVE STAFF
Cynthia Bryant, Chief of Staff, Office of Assembly Member Greg Wallis
Pablo Garza, Chief Consultant, Assembly Committee on Water, Parks & Wildlife

Katerina Robinson, Chief of Staff, Office of Senator Jerry McNerney
Ashley Yanez, Chief of Staff, Office of Assembly Member Jeff Gonzalez

WATER PURVEYORS

Johnny Amaral, Chief Operating Officer and Chief of External Affairs, Friant Water Authority
Aaron Baker, Chief Operating Officer, Water Utility Enterprise, Valley Water

Jennifer Capitolo, Executive Director, California Water Association (CWA)

Grant Davis, General Manager, Sonoma County Water Agency

Allison Febbo, General Manager, Westlands Water District

Evan Jacobs, VP, Business Development, Comms. & External Affairs, California American Water
lan Lyle, Director of Federal Relations, Association of California Water Agencies

Sarah Macdonald, Assistant General Manager, Western Municipal Water District

Jennifer Pierre, General Manager, State Water Contractors

Deven Upadhyay, General Manager, The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Willie Whittlesey, General Manager, Yuba Water Agency

Keith Wilkinson, Senior Operator, Sunol Valley Water Treatment Plant, SFPUC

BUSINESS / INDUSTRY

Louis Mirante, Vice President of Public Policy, Housing, Bay Area Council

Kevin Sanchez Morales, Senior Policy Analyst, Google

Mark Taylor, Director, Government Operations - CA, The Boeing Company

Paul Von Berg, Vice President of Consulting Services, So Cal Contractors Association (SCCA)

ENERGY / FUEL COMPANIES

Alfredo Arredondo, Project Consultant, H Cycle

Caroline Choli, Executive Vice President, Public Policy & Corporate Affairs, Edison International
Daniel Kim, Partner and SVP of Governmental and Regulatory Affairs, Golden State Clean Energy
Alexandre Makler, Senior Vice President, West Region, Calpine Corporation

Jan Smutny-Jones, Chief Executive Officer, General Counsel, Independent Energy Producers
Pedro Villegas, Executive Director Regulatory and Political Affairs, NextEra Energy Resources

* Unconfirmed



ENVIRONMENTAL

Nolan Gray, Senior Director of Research and Legislation, California YIMBY
Katelyn Roedner Sutter, Senior Director, California, Environmental Defense Fund
Arohi Sharma, Senior Policy Analyst, Nature, Natural Resources Defense Council

Erin Woolley, Western States Analyst, Union of Concerned Scientists

LABOR
Johnny Baca, Director of Union Development, International Brotherhood of Boilermakers
Matthew Cremins, Legislative Consultant, Cal-Nev Conference of Operating Engineers
Daniel Curtin, Director, California Conference of Carpenters
Chris Hannan, President, State Building & Construction Trades Council of CA
Kathryn Mac Laren, Business Development Associate, IBEW/NECA/LMCC

LEGAL / FOUNDATION / RESOURCE PERSON / ACADEMIC

Martha Guzman Aceves, Consulting Water Policy Expert

Tim Carmichael, President and CEO, CCEEB

Letitia Grenier, Director, Water Policy Center, PPIC

Willis Hon, Partner, Nossaman, LLP

Adam Probolsky, President, Probolsky Research

Marty Ralph, Director, Center for Western Weather and Water Extremes, SIO - UC San Diego
Sarah Woolf, President, Water Wise

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Carolina Hernandez, Asst. Deputy Director, Waterworks Division, Los Angeles County Public Works
Dennis Herrera, General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

Steven LaMar, Vice President / Director, Irvine Ranch Water District

Sam Sadle, Principal Legislative Manager, Ava Community Energy

Patrick Welch, Associate Director of Legislative Affairs, San Diego Community Power

Eric Will, Policy Advocate, Rural County Representatives of California

CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE ECONOMY

Jay Hansen, President and CEO
Wyatt Lundy, Senior Director of Policy and Operations

* Unconfirmed



Kirsten Kakarigi, Events Director

OBSERVERS

Louis Bronstein, Senior Legislative Aide, Irvine Ranch Water District

Ronald Flynn, Deputy General Manager and Chief Operating Officer, SFPUC

Matt Frary, Asst. Deputy Director, Stormwater Planning Division, Los Angeles County Public Works
Emely Garcia, So. CA Leg. Advocate, CA Government Affairs, Natural Resources Defense Council
Joshua Golka, Head of State Government Relations, Valley Water

Rami Kahlon, Director of Regulatory Affairs, California Water Service

Sarah Lesmeister, Assistant Executive Officer, California Water Commission

Barbara Mac Laren, Business Development Associate, IBEW/NECA/LMCC

Krystal Moreno, Legislative Representative, Cal-Nev Conference of Operating Engineers

Jeff Payne, Assistant General Manager, Westlands Water District

Adam Robin, Government Relations Manager, Yuba Water Agency

Alexandra Rooker, Consultant

Anna Schiller, Senior Manager, Climate Resilient Water Systems, Environmental Defense Fund
Ashley Walker, Senior Policy Advisor, Nossaman, LLP

Mary-Ann Warmerdam, Sr. Vice President, Govt. Affairs, Rural County Representatives of California
Dee Zinke, Asst. General Manager — External Affairs, Metropolitan Water District of So. California

* Unconfirmed



