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PANELISTS 

Session 1 
The Administration’s “Water Supply Strategy” – 

Poring Over the Details 

Laurence Sanati 
Emergency Drought Coordinator 
California Department of Water Resources 
 
Over the past 10 years with the CA Department of Water Resources 
(Department), Laurence been engaged in a variety of technical, managerial, 
and executive duties, including:  
 

• The development and implementation of hydrologic, hydraulic, and hydrodynamic models 
used to assess water supply availability, flood risk, and Delta salinity 

• Managed the State Flood Operations Center during numerous statewide flood activations 
• Strategic advisor to the Director of the Department on drought related activities 
• Coordinator and liaison between the Department, Governor’s Office, and federal, state, and 

local agencies on drought response 

In parallel over the last 5 years, lectured at California State University, Sacramento on engineering 
mechanics and the development of computer applications applied toward innovative solutions to 
real-world engineering problems. 
 

 
Newsha Ajami 
Chief Development Officer for Research  
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 

Newsha K. Ajami, is the Chief Development Officer for Research at EESA. A 
leading expert in sustainable water resource management, smart cities, and 
the water-energy-food nexus, she uses data science principles to study the 
human and policy dimensions of urban water and hydrologic systems. In her 
role at LBL, she is focused on developing interdisciplinary and impact focused 
research initiatives across various domain within EESA. 
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Dr. Ajami served as a gubernatorial appointee to the Bay Area Regional Water Quality Control Board 
for two terms and is currently a mayoral appointee to the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission. 
She is a member of National Academies Board on Water Science and Technology and serves as a 
Nonresident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institute. Dr. Ajami also serves on number of state-level 
and national advisory boards. Before joining LBL she served as the founding director of the Stanford 
Urban Water Policy program and a senior research scholar at the Stanford Woods Institute for the 
Environment. Earlier in her career, she also served as a Science and Technology fellow at the California 
State Senate’s Natural Resources and Water Committee where she worked on various water and 
energy related legislation. 
 

Doug Obegi 
Director, California River Restoration, Water Division, Nature Program, 
NRDC 

Since coming to NRDC in 2008, Doug Obegi has worked on a variety of 
projects related to water-resource management in California, including the 
San Joaquin River Restoration Program, the proposed Bay-Delta 
Conservation Plan/California WaterFix, the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control 
Plan review and update, the 2014 California Water Bond (Proposition 1), 
and other state and federal water legislation. Obegi has also represented the organization in federal 
court during litigation regarding protections for endangered species in the Bay-Delta estuary. He is a 
magna cum laude graduate of the University of California’s Hastings College of the Law. He is based 
in San Francisco. 

 

 
Samuel Assefa 
Director 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
 
Prior to being appointed OPR Director, Assefa was Director of the City of 
Seattle Office of Planning and Community Development since 2016. He was 
Senior Urban Designer for the Department of Community Planning and 
Sustainability for City of Boulder from 2010 to 2016, Director of Land Use and 
Planning Policy for the Department of Planning and Development and Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Economic and Physical Development for the City of Chicago Mayor’s Office from 2004 to 2010 and 
Senior Urban Designer for the SmithGroup JJR from 2002 to 2004. Assefa was Director of Special 
Projects for the City and County of San Francisco Department of Planning and Development from 
1999 to 2002 and Senior Urban Designer for SMWM Architecture and Planning from 1993 to 1999. 
Assefa earned a Master of City Planning degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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Session 2 

Goodbye Snowpack, Hello Rainfall –  
New Infrastructure for New Hydrology 

Ellen Hanak 
Vice President and Director of the Water Policy Center 
Public Policy Institute of California 
 
Ellen Hanak is vice president and director of the PPIC Water Policy Center 
and a senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California, where she 
holds the Ellen Hanak Chair in Water Policy. Under her leadership, the 
center has become a critical source of information and guidance for natural 
resource management in California. She has authored dozens of reports, 
articles, and books on water policy, including Managing California’s Water. Her research is frequently 
profiled in the national media, and she participates in briefings, conferences, and interviews 
throughout the nation and around the world. Her other areas of expertise include climate change 
and infrastructure finance. Previously, she served as research director at PPIC. Before joining PPIC, 
she held positions with the French agricultural research system, the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers, and the World Bank. She holds a PhD in economics from the University of Maryland. 
 

Jennifer Pierre 
General Manager  
State Water Contractors 

Jennifer Pierre is the General Manager for the State Water Contractors 
(SWC) – a statewide, non-profit association of the public water agencies that 
contract with the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to receive water 
from the State Water Project (SWP), which provides water to 27 million 
Californians and 750,000 acres of farmland. A UC Davis alumna with a bachelor’s in environmental 
biology and conservation, Jennifer has 20 years of experience in Delta management and applies that 
experience to advance the SWC’s primary purpose to improve water supply and operations for two-
thirds of the entire state that depend on this water. Jennifer is a champion of collaboration and 
science-based decision-making, working towards solutions that meet the SWC’s mission in an 
environmentally sustainable way. 
 



4 
 

Aaron Fukuda,  
General Manager 
Tulare Irrigation District 

Aaron Fukuda is general manager of the Tulare Irrigation District, where he 
oversees the district’s day-to-day operations while continuing to promote the 
conjunctive use operations of the district and its growers. Mr. Fukuda also 
was recently appointed interim general manager of the Mid-Kaweah 
Groundwater Sustainability (MKGSA) agency, where he coordinates water 
activities with surrounding jurisdictions, including the development of the 
groundwater sustainability plan for the MKGSA. Previously, he worked for Tulare Irrigation District as 
the district engineer and spent six years as an associate engineer specializing in agricultural hydraulic 
design at Summers Engineering. He is a registered professional engineer with the state of California. 
Mr. Fukuda obtained his Bachelor of Science in civil engineering from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in 
2000 and his master’s in public administration from California State University, Fresno. He was born 
and raised in Hanford, California. 

 

Jeremy Smith 
Deputy Legislative Director 
State Building & Construction Trades Council, AFL-CIO 
 
Jeremy Smith has been the Deputy Legislative Director of the State Building 
and Construction Trades Council since 2010. Before that he was a Legislative 
Advocate at the California Labor Federation from 2004 to 2010. He started 
his career in organized labor as the Legislative Director of the Illinois AFL-
CIO in 2001 after working for the Illinois State Senate and staffing the Senate Labor and Employment 
Committee beginning in 1999. 
 

Session 3 
Think Local, Act Local – 

How Can the State Help? 

Joaquin Esquivel 
Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
 
E. Joaquin Esquivel was appointed to the State Water Resources Control 
Board by Governor Jerry Brown in March 2017 and designated by Governor 
Gavin Newsom as Chair in February 2019. Previously, he served as Assistant 
Secretary for federal water policy at the California Natural Resources 
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Agency in the Governor’s Washington, D.C. office, where he facilitated the development of policy 
priorities between the agency, the Governor’s Office, the California Congressional delegation, and 
federal stakeholder agencies. 
 
For more than eight years prior to that, Joaquin worked for U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer of California, 
most recently as her legislative assistant covering the agriculture, Native American, water, oceans, 
and nutrition portfolios, in addition to being the director of Information and Technology. He was 
born and raised in California’s Coachella Valley. He holds a BA from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara in English. 
 
 
Dave Eggerton 
Executive Director 
Association of California Water Agencies 
 
Dave Eggerton serves as executive director of the Association of California 
Water Agencies (ACWA), the largest water organization of its kind in the 
nation. With a professional staff of approximately 40 employees and offices 
in Sacramento and Washington, D.C., ACWA is a statewide association 
whose 450 local public water agency members are responsible for about 
90% of the water delivered in California. 
 
Prior to joining ACWA, Eggerton served as general manager of the Calaveras County Water District 
from 2014-2018. After beginning his career as a corporate lawyer in the Bay Area, he made the 
move to the Sacramento region, where he worked as deputy general counsel for the El Dorado 
Irrigation District from 2004-2010 and as general manager of the El Dorado County Water Agency 
from 2011-2014. 
 

Paul Rowley 
Sr. Vice President – Regulated Water Utility 
Golden State Water Agency 
 
Paul Rowley is Senior Vice President – Regulated Water Utility for Golden State 
Water Company (GSWC), a subsidiary of American States Water Company.  He 
was promoted to this position in December 2021, and has oversight of all 
functions in the regulated water unit, including Water Operations, Asset 
Management, Environmental Quality, Customer and Community Relations, Customer Service, Water 
Use Efficiency, Water Resources and Regulated New Business.   
 
Mr. Rowley joined GSWC in 2007 and has served in various roles, including Vice President - Water 
Operations, Director - Procurement Services, and District Manager.  In these roles, his 
responsibilities included management of GSWC’s water operations, maintaining relationships with 
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city and county management and elected officials, executive oversight of procurement, and 
management of GSWC’s Central District in Los Angeles County. 
 

Mark Pestrella 
Director 
Los Angeles County Public Works 

Mark Pestrella is the Director of Los Angeles County Public Works. In this 
capacity, he serves as the County Engineer, the County Road Commissioner, 
and the Chief Engineer of the  Los Angeles County Flood Control District. 
With an annual budget of more than $2.7 billion and  a workforce of 4,000 
employees, Los Angeles County Public Works is the largest municipal public  works agency in the 
United States, providing vital public infrastructure and civic services to more  than 10 million people 
across a 4,000-square-mile service area. Public Works’ diverse operations are defined within six core 
service areas: Water Resources, Transportation, Environmental Services, Construction Management, 
Developmental Services, and Emergency Management.   
  
Mr. Pestrella is a licensed civil engineer and a 34-year veteran of Public Works and has held a variety 
of management positions. He is a native of Southern California and attended California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo, where he received a Bachelor of Science Degree in civil 
engineering with concentrations in structural engineering and water resource management. 
 

 
Session 4 

The Administration’s “Water Supply Strategy” –  
Colorado River? 

Tanya Trujillo 
Assistant Secretary for Water And Science,  
U.S. Department of Interior 
 
Tanya Trujillo is a water lawyer with more than 20 years of experience 
working on complex natural resources management issues and interstate 
and transboundary water agreements. She most recently worked as a project 
director with the Colorado River Sustainability Campaign. Before then, she 
served as the Executive Director of the Colorado River Board of California. 
She has served as Senior Counsel to the U.S. Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee and as Counselor to the Assistant Secretary for Water and Science at Interior. 
A native New Mexican, Tanya attended Stanford University and the University of Iowa College of 
Law. 
 



7 
 

Henry Martinez 
General Manager 
Imperial Irrigation District 

Henry Martinez serves as Imperial Irrigation District’s chief executive, 
managing the largest irrigation district in the nation and the third largest 
public power provider in California. Leading a workforce of about 1,400 
employees, his focus as general manager is to chart a course to take IID 
where it needs to be in the 21st century. Prior to his role as general 
manager, he led the district’s Energy Department. 
 
Mr. Martinez has more than 45 years of experience in the utility sector, assuming ever-increasing 
levels of responsibility in executive/senior level leadership of administrative, technical and field 
organizations. His tenure includes nearly 25 years with Southern California Edison, 10 years with the 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power and seven years with the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
Prior to his work at IID he served as a senior vice president with Cordoba Corporation, a diversified 
engineering firm where he headed up business development and client management, developing 
the corporation’s presence in the water infrastructure industry. 
 

Adel Hagekhalil 
General Manager 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
 
Adel Hagekhalil is general manager and chief executive officer for the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, the largest wholesale 
drinking water agency in the country. Metropolitan is a state-established 
cooperative that delivers water to 26-member public agencies, serving 19 
million people across Southern California. As general manager, Hagekhalil is 
responsible for leading Metropolitan’s daily and long-term operations and planning to provide safe, 
reliable water to Southern California. He oversees Metropolitan’s $1.9 billion annual budget, 1,800 
employees, and extensive system of conveyance, storage, treatment and delivery infrastructure. 
 
Hagekhalil is a registered civil engineer and national board-certified environmental engineer, having 
earned both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Houston, 
Texas. Before joining Metropolitan, he was appointed in 2018 by Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti to 
serve as the executive director and general manager of the city’s Bureau of Street Services. His 
responsibilities included oversight of the management, maintenance and improvement of the city’s 
network of streets, sidewalks, trees and bikeways. Hagekhalil also focused on climate change 
adaptation and multi-benefit integrated active transportation corridors. 
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Jay Weiner 
Of Counsel  
Rosette Law 

Jay Weiner has worked with Tribes and tribal governments since he interned 
for California Indian Legal Services while attending law school at the University 
of California at Berkeley from 1994 to 1997. After law school, Mr. Weiner 
clerked for U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell and served as Court Counsel 
to the Supreme Court to the Republic of Palau before joining Rob Rosette’s 
law firm in Sacramento, California, in 2003. 

Mr. Weiner has developed extensive expertise in the area of federal Indian water law, has worked on 
multiple Indian water rights settlements, and has represented clients in adjudications and other water-
related proceedings in California, Montana, and Oregon. He also practices in areas of federal 
environmental law, including the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act. 
He also serves as an assistant attorney general in the Montana Attorney General’s Office. 

 

Session 5 
Farming our Future –  

Can Environmentalism and Agriculture Co-Exist? 

Karen Ross 
Secretary 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 
Karen Ross was appointed Secretary of the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture on January 9, 2019 by Governor Gavin Newsom. In re-
appointing Secretary Ross, Governor Newsom cited her unmatched 
leadership experience in agricultural issues nationally, internationally, and 
here in California; including environmental stewardship, climate change 
adaptation, and trade. Secretary Ross was initially appointed by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. in 
2011. 

Before joining CDFA, Secretary Ross was chief of staff for U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, a 
position she accepted in 2009. Prior to that appointment, she served as President of the California 
Association of Winegrape Growers from 1996-2009, and as Vice-President of the Agricultural Council 
of California from 1989-1996. Her prior experience before moving to California included staff work 
for a United States Senator, a presidential candidate, and government relations for rural electric 
cooperatives and public power districts. 



9 
 

 

Sandoval Solis 
Professor, Land, Air and Water Resources 
UC Davis 
 
Samuel Sandoval Solis is an Associate Professor and Cooperative Extension 
Specialist in Water Resources at University of California, Davis. He is 
responsible for the water management and policy research program at the 
Department of Land, Air, and Water Resources. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Civil Engineering, a master’s degree in Hydraulics, and a Ph.D. in 
Environmental and Water Resources Engineering. 
 
Samuel has explored strategies to improve the water management for anthropogenic and 
environmental requirements by developing reservoir re-operation policies to improve the human 
and environmental water requirements. Recently he published a study of temporal and spatial 
change of irrigation efficiencies for the state of California. He has evaluated potential water savings 
to decrease water demand and saline intrusion in the central coast of California. 
 

   

Julie Renter 
President 
River Partners 

Julie Rentner is president of River Partners, where she has successfully 
secured over $100 million in state and federal grant funding to acquire 
conservation properties and implement riparian and floodplain habitat 
restoration along major California rivers statewide.  
 
Additionally, Julie has developed and led stakeholder processes supporting the integration of flood 
control and ecosystem enhancement at the regional level, resulting in the development of several 
on-the-ground multi-benefit projects as well as the Mid San Joaquin River Regional Flood 
Management Plan. She joined River Partners in 2008 as a restoration ecologist based in the San 
Joaquin Valley. She completed the California Agricultural Leadership Program in 2015. She is also 
the President of Reclamation District 2092, and she completed her BS in Forestry at the University of 
California, Berkeley and received an MS from the University of Hawaii, Manoa. 
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Jim Houston,  
Administrator & GAD Director,  
California Farm Bureau 
 
Jim Houston became administrator of California Farm Bureau Federation in 
April 2019. Houston joined CFBF in October 2017 as manager of its 
Governmental Affairs Division. In January 2018, he assumed additional duties 
managing the CFBF Legal Services Division and serving as the organization’s 
administrative counsel. 
 
Earlier, Houston served at the California Department of Food and Agriculture as deputy secretary for 
legislation and public engagement, then as department undersecretary. His career also includes 
work as a legislative staff member and for a Sacramento advocacy firm that represented agricultural 
clients. Houston is a graduate of the University of California, Santa Barbara, and earned a law degree 
from the University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law in Sacramento. 
 

 
 


